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CONFIDENTIAL 


October 10, 1958 

SUBJECT: Meetlx:g Between Eric Johnston and N. Khrushche'r on October 6, 1958 

Before leaving Moscow, Mr. Eric Johnston left with the Embassy 
a copy of his account of his discussions with the Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, N. S. Khrushchev, on October 6, 1958. Following 
Is the coisplete text as written by Mr. Johnston. 

******* 


"Saving been called back from Tashkent on Friday night (October 3)> 
I met with Zhiikov at 11 AM Saturday morning (October k). He infbrmed 
me that he would notify me Sunday morning (October 5) as to the details 

of my trip to see Khrushchev. On Sunday morning I received a telephone 

call from Mr. Soflnsky that I would be picked up at the hotel at l:h5 
AM Monday morning (October 6). About 6 o'clock Sunday evening I was 
again telephoned by Mr. Soflnsky that the plans had been changed, 
that I was to be in my room by 12 o'clock midnight and weis not to leave 

the room. At 12:45 Mr. Zhukov would pick me up at ny apartment. He 

would not telephone me and I was not to meet him out front. Mr. Zhukov 
was there promptly at 12:45 AM (October 6). We left in a black ZIS 
for the Moscow airport. 

Upon arrival we went to the second floor to a private room. It 
was about 1:45. We stayed in this room \ant 11.2:20 >dien Mr, Zihukov 
announced it was time to go. We walked out onto the field and got 
Into a private plane No. 025. It was manned by Air Force personnel. 
When we got on the plane there were two other gentlemen, Mr. Yuiy 
Volsky and Mr. Troyanovsky, the Interpreter. The plane was Epotlessly 
clean, even the toilets. It was furnished In light blue and white with 
two large davenports and five large swivel chairs. We took off about 
2:45* I did not know the destination* I was given one of the daven- 
ports and a blanket. The davenport was not long enough to Ide down on, 
but I did manage rest of a sort. 

Later in the morning (October 6) at about 10 minutes to 8, we 
landed at Adler on the Bla^ Sea. Ve were met by a ZIS car and 

chauffeur 
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bhwaf f eur aJid driven like mad around the Blaok Sea, It .looked like 
Me area between the French and Italian Rlverlae, It was a perfect 
day, with a cloudless sky, and I was quite Impressed with the general 
surroundings. About one hour later we were driven to a home, some 3 
or k hundred feet above the Blaok Sea, in a place calle d Gagra^ ^ We 
went up to solid iron gates, honked the horn, and they were opened by 
a nan. We drove through well-groomed grounds with orange and banana 
treea and a variety of carefully cultivated flowers# 


[c0NFI.PfiNT^lL 

(C/dJli/iffl/iofi) 


the house was fairly large, well furnished, and well kept. A 
tthef with a white coat and white cap and 5 girl aen^ants were around 
place. All were dressed in unlforoi* I was given a large double 
reoa with bath and told that I could bathe and shave and we would have 
lww>akfast. We reached the home at Gagra at about 8s55» We assembled 
for breakfast about 10 o’clock. After a sumptuous breakfast we took 
off for our final destination, Petsunda, about an hour’s drive away. 
Again we drove like mad, mostly on two screeching wheels, tlirough 
beautiful territory. For about a mile before we reached Khr-ushchev a 
ho«»e the road was lined with tall cypress trees. At the end of this 
grove was a s«nall village on the Blaok Sea* On the other side of 
this village we came to a halt before a solid iron gate with one 
soldier standing guard* Zhukov spfoke a few words to him but presented 
no credentials. The gates were opened iiumedletely .and we found our- 
selves inside* The grounds, large and spacious, were enclosed only 
with a wire mesh fence not more than four feet high* I saw no other 
guards or security forces of any kind during my visit. The house, 
which looked new, is large ajtid square. It is a two-story white stucco 
home situated on the edge of a large grove of what I was Informed were 
yery rare trees, I have forgotten the name* The bark on these trees 
had the appearance of yellow pine but the needles were more like cedar. 
The forest floor was clean as though it had been carefully raked. We 
stopped in front of the house but were not talcen into Itj rather we 
wez*e led around the west side to the beach, which is composed of large 
pieces of gravel with no sand, A elated board walk, perhaps three 
feet wide, extended for a half mile or more down the beach. There were 
several cabanas scattered along the board walk. The canvas on the 
oabanas were colored blue or white, or both. Later Mr, Khrushchev was 
to inform me that one large cabana was a guest house for those who 
liked to sleep next to the water, while others were merely dressing 
rooms* 

We walked down the board walk for a couple of hundred feet to a 
platform covered by a large umbrella under which were severe.1 chairs 
and a table with fresh fruit and dishes. Zhukov pointed out to me 
that Khrushchev was coming down the walk. Indeed he was, 1 quickly 
saw that he was hat less, and was wearing a blue suit somewhat like the 
seersucker typo we wear In Washington In the summer* A Georgian white 
shirt with blue embroidery was tied by a string at the neck* Sandals 
were on hie feet* Hie bald head was fringed with closely cropped 

r “ I hair* He is a man of short stature with a bull heok and a large 

girth 
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girth. He r^reeted me with a merry twinkle in fila eye arm Inuaedtat^iyj 
Started the conversation by sayings '’Mlk.cyan Ixa? Just told i>:o aoout i 
you* He left ixere yesterday for Moscow * Vou Icnow^ I had e hai’d time 
getting rid of him, 1 tlicuglit he was never going to leave." 


1 replied that I had met Mlko/an In I9^ff„ 


A breete waib blowing across the lilaok Sea and Khf'u.st ohev woved 
u« hand and said, '’This is n cold wind* Ir coiiilnp; fr- m youx‘ ally 
rurltejr. I presume we could expect noMiIng b xt ooid wlntj from 

a NATO country®** But he emphasized, ''Thir d iesn’t bother 'it,,** Hf- 
^ulek-iy launched into a story vdilch He said a yugosjavlsri had >oid 
him. :xiring the war” he went o.u, ^people deserted .'in citlec c.'f 
yugoalavla and lived in the hlils where they epj,’,aged r.aliuy In 
guerrilla warfare. The animals left the city , too:, After the w 
wa« over the people returned to the city but the ttr^lmais ier.,o.iued in 
the hills, A dogp a cow and a jackass got tcgr':hi;'r and decided tlxat 
perhaps they should go back to Uie city and see how life r^?:; i ly was. 
They had been gone so long;, howovern tliat they M, ought tncv would tend 
a scout down to reconnoiterc: The dog was sent first. In due time he 

returned and said the city w.“s teri^lhle* He had barked and everybody 
^»ad told him to keep quiet® They wouldn’t ever. let him bark In the 
city any more and he didn’t like it. i5o they scut the cow down to 
reoonnolter. Tine cow returned afler while and reported th;it the city 
w*a terrible. Evei'ybody had milked her dry. Finally p the jackrss 
took hl6 turn at viewing the city lights, V/hen he ooine hack he said 
tlxe city was wonderful, aiie people had all gotten togtihor ejxd had 
• Iscted him president, Tito hoard that this story wdti told to me by 
the Yugoslavian and was furious because he felt that it was a direct 
Insult to him* Tito is queer tliat way," 

Suddenly, Khrushchev looked at me and said:^ "wiiy; you don’t look 
like a capitalist at all. You are not fai« They nave sent me a man 
in disguise«~a lean man," 

1 replied that we had *-c woi'k so hard In the ca; irnii.st coxuitries 
that we couldn’t get fat, 

"NO;t no." he said and leuixlied heartily^ his belly shoklng like 
Old St, Nick’s, "sit dowho" he said "and have some fruit." X am) 
glad to welcome you to this cemmunist land, A ospHoliat and a 
Ooumuhlst can at least talk together," 

1 then asked? "What Is the cause of present world tensions® and 
nbw would you relieve them?" 

J'WhAt la your next question?" he asked, I again repeated my 
luestioA to him. He replied? 


"There 
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"There ftre many causes of world tenalon today but perhaps the 
teo«t important le ImpGrlaliem In its many forms* England and Pi’anoe 
haviif grown rloh on the exploitation of other peoplesie" I interrupted 
tc Say that 1 felt that imperialism or colonialism had cost these 
OountrieS far more ih the recent years than any advantages they might 
hav>- receivedi that these countries were trying to educate people for 
fif'cdom and independence* 


"This is not true," he said, "look at the Middle l£ast, colonialism 
and feudalism still continue there* You are trying to keep the e.xlst- 
iog governments in power, but the people want their own governments, 
reafx>nsive to their own wishes* This can only come by revolution. 

Every woman Who has a child hopes that It can be born without pain but 
mo*l women have pain* The overthrow of feudalism and colonial 1 mi 
usually conies with pain*" 


’Perhaps you misunderstand our position," I uaid, do not 

object to nations changing their leadership even by vtoleat uetbod but 
We do object to a revolution started by an outaldu fttrcc, j communist ^ 
conspiratorial force directed from the outside*" 

*’We are not doing that," he said* "Do you think NaS'-er la a 
coflir.iunl&t? Communism Is outlawed in Egypt and I understand there are 
' , 0 or more communists under arrest. Do you thlnl^' tills is an out- 

41 n communist oonsplracyl? Take Iraq, there the leaders are not 
oomi-funiats » In fact, they are antl«comrnunl .'.ts. The revolt was against 
A frudal system* Take Finland, there is a GonujiUn! ‘.it party in Finland. 

We »*tsh them well, but we are not supporting them. We hope all people 
Will overthrow feudallstlo governments, wherever they are. B>at In 
youi case you support these feudallstlo regimes with troops. If it 
had not been for British troops in Jordan. Hussein would have been 
murdered long ago by his people, not by Conmiunlsts. As soon as British 
troops are removed from Jordan, the people will decide what they want 
to dO* If they want to overthrow Hussein they will do bo. Vfhy do you 
Support these obsolete regimes in many of these Middle Fastern countries? 
Vour Imperialism takes the form of Interest in oil and it a revenues. 

Oil fieetns to be more important to you than people." 


Me had uttered these last remarks with some heat. At the first 
opportunity I denied vigorously many of his allegations and pointed 
out in some detail what the oil companies had done to raise the 
•tandard of living of peoples in these areas. I explained that several 
of these countries were receiving large revenues from oil, which had 
been developed by technical skills not possessed by these lees 
developed areas, and that the sale of the oil produced the revenue 
heeded by these oountrles, "would you buy this oil?" 1 asked. His 
repl^ was quicki "Of course not! v/e have more oil and gas than we 
heed* We have no interest in Middle Eastern oil. In fact, we are 
Slotihf many of our coal mines because we do not need the coal* Oil 

' and gas 
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and gaa are being used Instead. We are dlesellng our railroad 
lodomotlves, making electricity from oil and gas, using it In our 
factories, and we shall continue to use more oil. We are not inter- 
ested In Middle Eastern cil • " 

1 took several minutes to try to explain to him some of the 
problems of the oil companies, their interest In the peoples of these 
ai««as, their avoidance of political entanglements, etc*, and finally 
saldt *But many of these countries need outside help, financial 
assistance. The oil revenues, although large, are not of sufficient 
slss to bring the improvements so urgently needed. Would you be 
willing to cooperate with financial assistance?" 

To my surprise he saldt "You wrote an article about this a few 
weeks ago in THE NEW YORK TIMES. Some of this article was accurate. 
The x*evolt In this area It against poverty and disease and feudalism. 
You suggested In your article that you would contribute three dollars 
to every dollar that we would contribute to this area, 

"That's correct," I replied, "but 1 suggested that It should be 
channeled through the United Nations and be used on a regional basis. 
Would you agree to this?" 

%e agree with the principle of helping these people," he said, 
"but we will not agree to spend the money through the United Nations, 
because the United Nations is just a puppet show with the strings 
being pulled by the United States, In fact, we may get out of the 
United Nations. Why remain In such a puppet show? No longer does the 
United Nations reflect the will of people." 

"But," 1 continued, "would you be Interested in Joining in some 
fund to help raise the living standards that you have been talklixg 
about so eloquently?" 

"We will contribute," he said, "but we will do so in our own way. 
The countries which should contribute the most, however, are those 
which have benefited the most from the Imperialism in this area," 


"Who is that?" 1 asked, 

"England and Prance," he answered. "They should pay for the past 
exploitation of this area. Western Europe wants the oil of the Middle 
East. Let them pay for it at a reasonable price and let them contrlbut 
to a large fund to make up in some small measure for their long 
exploitation of these people. You know," he added, "it Is difficult 
for me to understand your side. You were founded by a revolution and 
for years you wera the great revolutionary force In the world, but 
today you support reactionary regimes everywhere. You don't seem to 
understand that the world is undergoing a change. On the contrai*y we 
support the desires of all people who set up their own governments and 
would be free frcun outside domination." 

L- — . "Does 
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: WDoee thA<5 inolude Hungary, Czeohoelovakla, and Poland?" 1 ; 

inked. 

Hie voloe reared and hie riet pounded tho table. "They are 
free." he said, "They have governnienbe of their own chooalng. Trien 
he shifted the subject quickly, asking; Why Is Nixon so fond of 
Olaiang Kai-shek? This la another subycot of dlaagreement between our 
two countries*" 

1 asked him if he had not confused Knowlond with Nixon. 

"This doesn't hiakc any difference," he said. "Why don’t you 
understand that the Chinese Ooverninent is the government of the people 
of China* We can never settle the China question until you realize 
this* Kerensky is now living in New York, but Kerrneky has Just as 
much chance of coming back and taking over the govonmient of Ri.sala 
as Ghlang Kai-shek has of talcing over the government of the mainland 
Of China* Why can’t you leople understand thlo?" 

Here I carefully explained that this was a problen I felt snould 
be discussed by the President of the United States or the Secretary 
of state* This dealt with the foreign policy of the United states und 
1 was not In a position to comment, but as a private citizen J thought 
that perhaps there were several reasons. One wae that Chlrxa was at 
war with the United Nations, that ehe had still not com€ to a peace 
treaty in Korea with the United Nations. 

"You mean," he snapped, "come to a peace treaty with the United 
States* The United States furnished the forces and the United States 
did the fitting* The United Nations is Just a purpet. Why do you 
continue to obscure the real facts* Uut let’s not discuss these 
things, they are details. The broad question is, why don t you under- 
Staiid the situation in china? Eventually the china question must be 
solved*" 

1 asked him if he would use his good offices with 01*1 na to try 
to help solve it* 

"of course," he replied, "provided you will recognize the condi- 
tions that exist in China*" 


"And another cause of irritation," he said, "is you are constantly 
flying your planes around our border* When a nelgiibor pulls his 
blinds down you don’t try to peek around the corner* We have shot 
down several of your planes in the East and West and we arc golbggto 
continue to shoot them down when you get around our borders. JUst 
recently," he continued, "you had a reconnaissance plane on our border 
l^nd it crashed in flames. We returned six bodies to you. Now you 
Claim that there are eleven more men, but we don’t know anything about 
those men* We never saw them," 

I I asked 
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I I asked him if 1 heard him oorreotly— *that he had never eemn 

theta eleven men and did not now have them* j 


He taldl "Yet, you heard me correctly. We have never seen the 
tuen, we do not now have them* We do not even know that there were 
eleven men aboard. If they were, we do not know wtiat hiappened to 

ichen** 


1 taldt "Have you told our EmbaeBy?" 

Me replied "Yea. Now you olaim that this was a plane en route 
from Qermany but we know that Isn't true. We know the base of the 
plane in Turkey. Your plane was on reoonnaiflaance trying to find out 
abcait a new radar warning eyetem that we have installed. 1 want to 
tell you that we are going to continue to shoot down any planes that 
violate our bordere. When we have gueats In our country wo treat 
them well, but we are not going to tolerate unweloome guests and, 
Ihirthermore, I don't know what you are bothering with Turkey for, I’l 
let you In on a secret. Wt have no navy In the Black Sea and no sub> 
iiiarlnes In the Black Sea and we are not going to put any there. Our 
MlBSlles oould wipe out Turkey In 15 minutes. We have sent a note to 
!lfurkey and we are going to make claim against Turkey for these plane 
inoideata. " 

This waa a subject that I was not prepared to discuss and not 
dealring to pursue it further, I changed the subject, sayings 

"l have asked you your opinion of the cause of your Irritation 
with the United States. Now let me give you one of the Irritating 
problems that we have with your country." I suggested that perhaps 
he wasn't going to like It but I thought I should state my views 
frankly. He Interrupted me to sayt "How do you know I am not going 
to like It. You oapltallsts are always judging what oommunists are 
going to aay even before they say It." 

"All right," I said, "here It la, 1 believe that your relatlon- 
iihipa with the outside world would be greatly Improved if you would 
allow foreign correspondents to report what they sec and hear In the 
Soviet Union without oensorahlp." 

"Thera la no oenaorshlp of facta," he said, "In the Soviet Union. 
It la only ilea that we oenaor* The foreign press reports what it 
lieat. We only dalete the lies. Then after we have deleted the Ilea, 
the oorreapondanta go to the Embassy and send them through the 
dlplomatlo pouoh, so they get there anyway." 

"But." t Intarjeoted, "who determines what are facta and what 
Art Hast* 

*Wa dO|" ha rapllad, ^ 

"That is ^1 
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"That 1 b Just the problem," I said* "People may have different] 
verBloiDUi of the truth* If you would allow foreign oorreBpondente 
to report without osnsorehlp, you would probably get a few bad 
Artloles, but you get many good onee that would far outweigh the bad 
ones* Much of the susplolon which exists because of your secrecy 
and your eensorahlp would be removed*" 

HiB ftyea narrowed to slits, like a tomcat about to fight another* 

He pounded the table until the fruit shook. "Look at the lie that 
CBS just presented on television, the play In which I am supposed to 
have killed Stalin," he said* "That's the kind of lie that we don't 
appreciate. What would you think that kind of lie does to the rela- 
tioashipB between our two countries during this period of the cold 
wart Suppose we had presented on television a play depleting 
PreBident Elaenhower as murdering Bomeone* What would you eayt" I 
told him that X deplored untruths about anyone, particularly about 
rulem of states, but that untruths were sometimes stimulated by the 
■ecretivenesB used In the operation of the Soviet system* For Instance, 
the Voioe of America in Russian Is Jammed coming Into the Soviet 

Hnioa, whereas we do not attempt to Jam Radio Moscow when It Is broad- 
cast in English to the states and to the world* 

He saidt "That is because the Voice of America tells lies." 

"Mr. Chairman," I said, "the Voice of Moscow tells lies, too." 

*No, it doesn't," he thundered, 

"But, Mr, Chairman, 1 have heard the lies with my own ears on 
my shortwave radio In my hotel room in Moscow, Distortions of the 
truth, clearly. Why don't you like the Russian i^ople to get the 
same kind of information that we give the American people, so the 
Russian people may judge for themselves. Freer flow of information 
both ways would do this." 

During this part of the conversation he had been gesticulating 
vigorously euid talking to me as though he was haranging a crowd* 

But as the sunlight sometimes breaks through the clouds on an April 
day, his countenance changed, he smiled, laughed, and said g "Now 
we are getting angry at one another. We are friends. Let us act 
as friends. What other tuestion do you want to ask me?" 

X started to ask him about his new educational program but he 
looked at his watoh and remarked i "Xt is after 2 o'clock* Come 
along and have lunch with me and my family. You are going to spend 
the night here." 

Ve arose and started down the walk, X had my camera with me 
tad Mked hin if X might take a picture of him. He agreed readily, 

and I ‘ 
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and 1 acapped several picture a of him and of Zhukov) then Zhukov took 
a picture of Khrushchev and we, and the interpreter took a picture | 
of all three of us. Khrushchev was Intrigued with the camera. I 
told him that I was taking three-dimensional pictures in color to be 
viewed through a finder that restored the three dimensions. He 
looked at the camera with great interest during my explanation and 
then saldj ”You make better cameras than we do, but we m^e better 
missiles." And, again with a loud St. Nlck‘s laugh, he added? Of 
oourse the world will Judge which Is the most Important. 

We walked down the board walk to the right angle walk that led 
up to the house. His family awaited us. I was introduced to his 
wife, a stocky, peasant-type woman with a bulbous nose and gray 
stringy hair pulled back off her face. Wisps fell carelessly over 
her ears* She wore a sack-type dress of dark gray. She wf? very 
pleasant, bub other than the customary salutations, said little. 

Hit daughter, whom I would Judge to be about 40, was tall ^d rather 
slender, with light brown hair, a quick smile and penetrating eyes. 

It was obvious she had her father's energy and enthUBlaBm, Her 
husband, a perhaps 10 or 15 years older, was tall and large of 
athletic build, with lota of gray hair. I later learned that he was 
the head of the theater in Kiev. A doctor, whom I Judged to be 
Khrushchev's personal physician, a tall, lean man, rather ^ndsome 
flftyish, and another man, whose name I did not learn but who 
appeared to be a personal secretary, completed the luncheon party. 

I noticed that the living room was large and spacious. The furniture 
* was white, perhaps bleached teakwood. Tl\e chairs and draperies were 
also white. The room was furnished in gopd taste with objects of 
art. It was not overdone. He showed me to my bedroom, located off 
the living room, and it was a large, spacious room, with white 
furniture. A big bathroom was off this room* It was tiled and con- 
tained, in addition to the ordinary plumbing fixtures, what seemed 
to be a massage table. All types of toiletries were on a table ^ In 
the basin tray there was what appeared to be a large cake of pern^ca 
French soap. The soap was purple and finely textured. After washing 
my hands, 1 Joined the group in the living room and we went upstairs. 

On a wide balcony extending the entire length of the house, there 
a dining table with the proper number of places set and a large quantity 
of various types of Russian hors d* oeuvres. A lace table covering 
looked as if It might have come from Belgium. Mrs. Khrushchev sat 
at the head of the table. Khrushchev was on her right and next to 
him sat his daughter, her husband, and the male secretary. 1 sat on 
Mrs. Khrushchevas left and next to me come Zhukov, Volsky, and the 

doctor. 

After wo sat down, Khrushchev said) "l^t's have a drink of 
Amenlah brandy first. Mlkoyan won't speak to me unless I give you 
a drink of his brandy first This, of course, we drank do dna — 

bottoms up. I 


The hors d'oeuvree 


Confidential 
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The hora d*oeuvree were followed by eoup, and 
lAAb ohopa, a aalad, fruit, and coffee* We had two drinks of brandy 
land two drinks of vodka during the meal and there were 
to friendship and closer cooperation between our peoples* The l^b 
^^TSeiirdellolous but 1 n^iced that Khrushchev ate none. I asked 
;hiiu*if he didn’t like lamb chops. "Oh yes, he replied, but my 
doctor wonH let me eat them." He waved a hand at the tall man at 

the end of the table* 

1 then aaidt "Mr. Zhukov has told me a big lie*" 

"what do you mean?" asked Khrushohev. 

"He told roe," I replied, "that Russians had small lunches and 
1 have never seen a bigger one." Everybody seemed to laugh at this 
and Khrushchev saldt ^You should really see a big Riaseion lunch If 
you think this is big." 

My back was towards the Black Sea but I occasionally glanced 
around. The sea was like a mill pond, not even waves lapsed on the 
pebbles. Through the branches of these odd surrounding tt^cs, there 
was the Black Sea, and beyond loomed the tall mountains rising like 
blue guardians to the Caucasus. 

The oonversation went at a rapid fire pace. It was a Jovial 
one* There was much kidding of me as a capitalist. J, 
good nature and, in many instances, felt that I was able effeotiv ly 
to turn the tables on the communists. No one spoke during the lunch 
except Khrushchev, his daughter, the interpreter, and me. No one 
interiaipted him except his daughter and I noticed all were deferential 
Including hi a wife* 

Early In the meal I remarked that his daughter didn’t look like 
him but like her mother. Quick as a flash, he stuck his whole arm 
across the table with his finger pointing towards me and 
"Another capitalist mistake. You capitalists oan never get anything 
rl^t. This woman isn’t her mother* This Is my second wife* Ha. 
Sr he t^red again. "Another capitalist llel^ His daughter came 
to my M^e, however, and said that she had frequently been mlst^en 
for herste^other^s daughter. The contours of their faces were the 
same* "No, no," he roared, slapping the table, 1 never . 

daughter would stand up for a capitalist. He then went on to explal 
that he had several ohlldrem one boy had been killed as a flyer 
durina the wan another son was a graduate engineer and now work 
Ing in a teoimioal Job in Moscow | another dau^ter was married to an 
editor# "How many children are there 

asked* "X understand an average of about four ohlldren. This is 
good. To inonase the population^-good idea, 

"You 
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"You wanted to a«k me about our eduoatlon aysteni, *• he Baid.“ ] 

"My «on doesn't have the same desire for education as I had. And | 
again his eyes closed to almost oatlike slits* He went ons I 
worked in a coal mine owned by the French in the Donbas. I got what 
education 1 could at night. The French paid miserable wages, so I 
couldn't go to college at that time* This is the type of capitalist 
exploitation we are fighting against all over the world* His voioe 
was raised, his fists were clenched'; but the storm t^assed as quickly 
as it came* He added* "There is no use In talking about the past, 
the future is ours* The future of communism is inevitable. Nothing 
can stop it* But our youth must have the same respect for manual 
labor that 1 have. After their secondary eduoatlon they will go to 
work* If they want to they can study at night and those who wont to 
get an eduoatlon can do so, but all must have respect for labor. It 
Is through labor that we make human progress and the Soviet Union is 
goii to taake progress." 

We had arrived at the salad course and Khrushchev wanted to know 
if I liked mangoes* 1 told him I was very fond of them, "well," he 
said, "1 got a shipment from Nasser the other day. 1 am afraid they 
are a little too ripe but let's try them." He rang for a servant who 
brought In a large tray heaped with mangoes* I took one and remarked 
upon its excellence. Khrushchev said* "Yes, they are good but they 
are not as good as the ones I get from Nehru, He sends me a shipment 
about once a month* By the way," he changed the subject, "how is 
President Elsenhower?" I told him that the President's health, in 
my opinion, was excellent. 

"You know." said Khrushchev, "1 like that man. At the Geneva 
Conference he took me to the bar after every meeting and we had a 
drink together. I hope hla health is good. I'd like to sit down 
and have another talk with him* Why do you people liave such crazy 
Ideas about Russia and the Communist Party? It must be your capitalists 
who are fsarl^l that the common people will get what they have. But 
President Eisenhower is a soldier, not a capitalist." 

"Tell me about your seven-year plan," I said* 

"There Isn't much to tell. It is really an extension of old 
five-year plansi and a little more ambitious* We are going to increase 
those things that we need the most. It was hard in the early days 
to laake much progress with Industrialisation but now It is increasing 
by Ksometrlo proportions* At the end of seven years we are going to 
go a long ways toward catching up with the U*S. At the end of another 
seven years^ or at the end of 14 years, we will catch up with the U.S* 
in production per capita* We will have electricity for the farms of 
the Soviet Union, automobiles for her people* It is endless the 
things you can do* This Is a great country, a storehouse of resources. 
Under eomonmliu we ean do anything** 

I "l noticed 
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"I Botloed,*' I s&ld, **thAt you are trying to populate Siberia 
and locating eoue of your new plants there* To the south of you Ilea 
a great eewntry whose population is increasing by 15 million people 
a year* Ten years from now china may have 63[^her 150 million people* 
Ctdna could be a blessing or a problem to yoti* Do you consider her 
a problem at allt Might she be Interested in the vacant lot to the 
north of her? Has this thought motivated your planning in Siberia?’* 


Ke looked at me rather qulazloally and said? ”chlna is a great 
country* By the year 2,000 it may have a billion people, but 
oonmimlat states never think of going to war with each other* It 
is only capitalist states that do that. Of course, we will have no 
trouble with china. All communist states believe in getting along 
with each other, in growing and developing, We think of peace, not 
of war. In my latest conference with Mao Tse»Tung he told me that 
China was producing more gmin this year than she needed. In the 
Soviet Union, we can increase our agricultural production by ten-fold 
with adequate mineral fertilizers and ade<).uate manpower* No, there is 
no fear of china* We both believe in the communist doctrine. We 
want to develop our countries, have a higher standard of living for 
our people, and you can only do that through peaceful means." 


The sumptuous lunch had been completed. We walked into the upper 
hall where there was a large wooden box that looked like cedar painted 
with some design* The box was about 3^ feet by 2 feet by 2 feet. He 
opened lid* iMide were neat rows of apples, wrapped in white 
paper* "Take one," he said, "they arc the best applies I have ever 
eaten*” I took one# It was bright red. "Who sent you these?" I 
aaked* "An old friend of mine," he said, "Kadar in Hungary." Each 
of us took an apple and walked down the stairs through the living 
room to the front porch* 

"tet*8 take a walk," he suggested. We walked along the boardwalk 
The family remained near the porch* We were alone except for the 
Interpreter. We walked to the end of the boardwalk, a considerable 
distance, and then came back. During the walk, he said* "There are 
two things you must understand. The Soviet Union doesn’t want war 
and under your system the United States can’t start a war. Isn’t it 
foolish therefore to continue endlessly this cold war?" 

"I quite agree with you," I said, "but it seems to me that the 
problem Is primarily yours*" 

"ito, that's not true," he said* "You hate communism Just because 
it is a different system* You think you can destroy us* You think 
if you keep up an armaments race that we cannot do likewise and at 
the same time improve the standard of living of our i^eople* You think 
that if our people have a lower standard of living there will be a 
revolt in our country* But we have proved this false* We have kept 

up with 
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i »£•*** 1 ? aruwwHenfcB rao®# in fAot, In Bome ways 1 think wel 

th! Improved onr country and Improvld 

t^oondltl^ of of ^ur people. You are afraid of oompetltlon 

outproduoe you and outUll you 
**'** eountrlea will follow the 

of Jfrald of thlo at all. As a matter 

^ firmly convinced that our 

ItiTD^ni® T^; S^flh greater happlneafl to 

itt ff?* force, there was no auestloa 

fjji eventually survive. There have been many 

S^likJ^oaSltlliiS America today w^no 

4 desert! VhJ^iSSv * flower garden resembled 

a oeaert* Khruahchev came back to the subject, i^marklmsi **whv 

rao«^ u«\hl« 

pOBlSonf’* *’°*^*^*®° *’®^P undeveloped countries Improve their 

a. fjt”*tw^ h^U^Jef It.®^*®’*®"®' *“*' “®‘'‘ ®“» 

fttoH Kh^^ehev, "it was a Frenchman who proposed it first 

first but i^dS*kSott'fh«f ^ didn’t know who proposed it 

S?!ioJSinl Elsenhower 1« for this kind of 

*'f *'*'* f® Joined the family who had mathered In a 
small group oonverslng. It was about a quarter to five. 

dlBBa!!"2?fh ,^<‘3"*®'“*'®?* ry®“ ®P®“^ the night here, have 

fufsnot^^ut'vn »?rSli®S “iPh us tomorrow. 1 know a wonder- 

rui spot about 30 miles from here across the sea,” 

-urnatti!^ 4« very sorry, Mr# Chairman,” I said, "but I reallv think l 

S!,.”®®?®'' tonight. I would like to go grouse *^hiStlL 
With you but X have alrea^ over-stayed my welcome as it is,” 

staV fH J**® 0a«a»*U«." he said. »lf you won't 

fatLJnJrSif*'* wf“ least let ms sand you to lake nitsaluka. It 
la beautiful • You can spend the night up there," 

^ Moscow on 

S2f?*S i?? ' ' ?“** would mean I wouldn’t be back In Moscow 

UtttU VodnAsdaj nomlng, 1 must fly back at night.” 

**Whyf® ht asked • 


Uuaotximam. 


: 


"Mr, Zhukov 
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. 7hukov SRya th*t I mxst fly baok night oh Mo^ay* 
* vMi wifth. You oain fly ba< 


r.pu.sr' wish. Xou o»n fly bask 

t* the daytime tomorrow, if you wish. 

Zhukov turned to me and ealdi "We can go a^ ej^nd the night at 
Ritaaluke and leave tomorrow afternoon by plane for Moeoow* 

?hia X agreed to do. 

**But you should leave Immediately," oald Khruohohev. 

Iona mountain road and if you leave right now you can make It the^e 
he^re dark. 1 don’t want you to drive tlrnt road after night* I 
have my chauffeur put the top of the oar down and ^ I 11 give you my 
fur-lined ooat. You'll need it In the mountains. 

so we left Peteunda at 8 mlnutee to five and were driven by the 

wild driver over mountainous roads. The scenery was gorgeous. 

A narrow river flowed through the canyon walla. At tlmea there were 
ii^^alli of rock more than 1,000 feet high above ua. At o^er 
tiHAB we were ttoing along the sidee of the canyon with vast space 

beneath ua and there were no guard rails. Just building 

at^e lake. The health resort had ^een opened in 19^7. 

i%f t^Alntscd whit© find ki*©©D| wid wes of tho satd© shoddy 

0 JSatiuJtlon ^u see Slmost everywhere in Russia. I can 
for thin by the fact that there are far too few capxible artlsa^ in 
many^of the crafts to do all of the construction jobs being undertaken. 
By contrast Khrushchev's home was beautifully built. 

It was the last of the season at this hotel, which was pro^bly 
reserved for special dignitaries. Only one other party was present— 
rSSSp ortt.«e iSterfnnd th.lr wive.. 1 wa. given . «oa, 
toS^a warm bath, had another sumptuous meal and went to bed early. 

All four of us went on this trip. 

Mext morning we arose at 6i30. After a satisfying b^akfast we 
tourerf ths lake In a boat. It is a small lake, perhaps thz*ee miles 

I MllS and a half wide at Its widest spot. Around a turn in 
thS^lSkS SaS a dSSha thSt had been Stalin's. It was obviously ^Ing 
kept up. There were servants and flower 

rose all around the lake. The scenery is about as beautiful as any 
I have seen in the world. 

At lOiOO AM we left on our return trip to Adler and reached the 
alrpo^ ab^ut Si30. Se samS plane was there to take us to Moscow 
where we arrived at approximately 6|15 in the evening. A ohauffeurtd 
2X8 ear iwit us on the field in Moecow. 
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th* abort la a, of my exporitnoe* I mtde 

Holiday •r»nin« in t^t hotel* This do®« not oover the 
tlom but only th« hlgtLlijei^tSe. It eonveye the sente of 
Lattr I ah^l deaorlbe ay oonrertatloas with Zhukov on the plant 
rttttmlttft to Hoteow and will give tome ptreonal obeervatlont on Khpu* 
•nontVf the uant 


oopiouie note® 
entire oonveri 
the 
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Riohard H, Davit 
Cbargft d'Affaii^tt* a*l* 
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Meeting Betveen Eric JOHNSTON and H. KHRUBHCHir 
on 6 October I958 


Director of Central Intelligence 
Eric Johnston 

, ^ Robert Amory. Demity Director (intelllgenew^ 

25X1 


Mr. JOHNSTON opened the conversation describing a visit to Mr. KHRUSHCHEV’S 
summer home which lasted between five and six hours. In the course of this visit 
Mr, JOHNSTON was entertained at dinner during which time he learned the following 
about KHRUSHCHEV'S family. JOHNSTON was advised that KHRUSHCEIEV’s wife, who was 
present at the dinner, was KHRUSHCHEV'S second wife. Also present were KHRUSHCHEV'S 
oldest daughter, who appeared to be between 40 and U3 years of age, and her 
husband, Victor Petrovich, Director of the Kiev Opera. In the course of this 
discussion it also developed that KHRIK 3 HCHBV has a youtnger daughter who is married 
to an editor in Moscow and that he has a son about £4 years of aige who is an 
engineer and who works in Moscow. KHRUSHCHEV mentioned that he had another son 
who was killed during World War II and stated that he had several grandchildren 
but did not specify precisely how many. JOHNSTON also noted that it appeared 
that KHRUSHCHEV'S daughter and her husband, Victor, had been visiting at the 
XERDSECSEV hema for about two weeks at the time of this particular dinner. 

SECHET-/^ 
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JOHNSTOS was infonned that tha Blnkiang Railroad, which lias been known 
to havo boon planned for sonie time. Is actually under construction hy the Chinese 
and the Soviet. He was Infomed tlmt they hope to have trains in operation on 
this railroad by the end of 1959. The Russian terminus of the railroad Is at 
Alma-Ata In the Klrghls Reimblla and the Chinese terminus will be at lAingchow 
is Kwangsl Provlnoe where It will tie into the railroad presently leading into 
Tietnam* 

JOHRSTC^ stated that prior to his meeting with KHRUSHCHEV, he had been 
advised by the British Ambassador and by others in Moscow that KHRl^HCHEV had 
been a drunkard and that he now had very bad kidney and bladder trouble as well 
as prostate trouble and that he could no longer drink any alcohlic beverages and 
had to be voxy careful of hla health. In addition, J011H8T0II remarked that ho 
had been Informed by the Swiss Ambassador that KHRUSHCHEV was not a good business 
executive, that he could not delegate auttiorlty, and that all decisions had to 
be made by KHRUSHCHEV peraoimlly or nothing was accomplished., JQUriSTON took 
Issue with both of these points, based upon his observations during his visit 
with KHRUSHCHEV. He pointed out that during hla entire five or six hour visit 
with KHRUSHCHEV, KHRUSHCHEV did not drink excessively but did coneiane two drinks 
Of vodka, two brandies, and two or three glasses of wine. In addition, JCHNSTOH 
observed that during the entire time of the visit, KHRUSHCHEV never excused 
himself to go to the bathroom. I\»rther, JOHNSTOW noted that during this five 
or six hour period KHRUSHCHEV wae not at any tine Interrupted by any phene 
eaUs, Mssenger, or message of any desorlptlon. JOHNBTOIf stxted that KHRUSHCHEV 
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remarked terorttl times in the course of the diBousslona that ho delegated 
^certain functions to certain officials and that they oanpletely managed the 
reesKmslbilltitts he had assigned them until such time they ran into difficulties 
vfaioh tbi^ could not solve and then, and only then, they oame to him for assistance* 
iJOHNSTOH also stated that contrary to certain information and Impresslmis he 
had reoalved prior to thda meeting, he did not oonalder K!ll?JrinciKV to he a 
hlahbar««)OUth or a pers«i vho spoke without thinking and knowing what ha was 
aeylng* JOSNSTON eonaidered KtlRUOHaiEV to he a master showmen hut nevertheless 
thought be vae extremely careful In everything he said despite the fact that 
he spoke fuiekly and in an apparent off-hand manner. It was ^HIOTOST's observa- 
tion that when KEBUBHCBEV did not wish to discuss a subject or was not prepared 
to discuss a subject, even in a private conversation, ha merely changed the 
subject In each case and refused to go further along lines of conversation be 
did not want to pursue. With respect to the state of lOmunilCIBiy’s health, 

JOERSTCW noted that at the end of thin lengthy eesslon IQ!Htful(CI!EV eeemed just 
ae bouncy ae aver and without any elgno of fatigue, whereas JOHHCTOI himself 
felt exhausted. 

was impressed with KnnU3HCBIS?»e statistical knowledge of the 
United States. Be stated that KHlVJancnEV was extremely woU-lnformed on aU 
matters pertaining to United States production in all fields but showed a 
ecmplete lack of comprehensicHi of how the V.0. or, for that atattor, the Vest 

in general operatea and funotione. In the latter reepeot, JtBlNSlCSI felt that 
KHBUSBCSanr had no eenrpreheneioo whatsoever. 
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Aooordlng to KHHUCnCHnV on two or threo occEialons expressed 

on Interest in visiting the Ihilted States* Xn this oonneotion be expressed 
a liking for and a desire to talk to President Eisenhower but commented that 
the President was sensitive and would not talk to people. KIinUOHCEQEY vent on 
to say that the President ought to talk to people and stated tliat he would 
like to sit dovm and have several long talks with the Pztssidcmt. He expressed 
the view that some good ndght come of such talks. Xn this connection JOHRSTOS 
reported that In a aonveraatlon with tOKOXAlf, ItXKOXAN had also said that he 
thought It would be helpful if the President and KHHfincnsV could sit down and 
have private ecoiversatlons similar to those which MIKOXAN hn^l with ADEnAUEB. 

Xn both instanoes;^ JOlIHS!D0n pointed out to KHBIBBCHEV and to MIKOXAH that 
because of our eystem wherein reporters , photographers and the people in general 
know whatever the President is doing, it would be virtually imposBlblo for the 
President and KHHUHHCSET to have ccuiversatlons unbeknownst to the populace of 
the Uhited States. JQSIHSTOH stated that MXKOtAN remarked that he and ADEEAUEB 
had made some "deala under the table" which were presently iti process of being 
worked out« but KtlOOXAII declined to respond to JOlIROTON*s questions as to the 
details of such arrangements* 

Both KBBUSHCSSf and KXKOXAH described KHRUSHCHEV* s vinit to China la 
glowing tezms. KBBUeHCHBV stated that in hie meeting with H/IO (CSS-TUHO, KAO 
told him of the magnlfloant harvest China bad hadj they had ample grain for 
avezyoae^ and wore making great strides In their industrial and agricultural 
devalepeienta. Aeeotrdlng to KBHUSECHEV, NA0 stressed that with the new fertilizers. 


. • 
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new chemicftlji, nev «e«d*i end new metlMJds of ngrioulture and with new solentlflo 
devolopmento, they oatlolpated being able to exipport without any prohlona a 
hinioa people \>y the year 2000. KHRUTSaCffiEf Infoimed JOHNSTON that MAO vae a 
eery fezward»looklng nan and that he antlolpated no preblema between China 
and Ruaela in the future. KHItUSHCIEV, in faot, ridlaxaed JOISJSTON'e euggeetlon 
that conoelwably ten yeare from now KERUOHCHET mii^t be lookl,ng to the United 
Btatea for aaaiatanoe agalnat China and atated that thla wao purely a oapitaliat 
Idea and that <mly oapitaliat a get into ware. 

Xn axmittatloa, JOHNSTON expreaeed the view that the entire motivation 
Of KEIUSBCSSV and the Soviet hierarchy la due to a feeling of inferiority and 
dealre to *Beat Aiaeriea.* Be cited aeveral illuatratlona In aupport of thia 
and etreeaed that KBBUOBCBIIIV atudies the United Statea, particularly atatlatlcally, 
as a challenger etudlea the chnmploa he la to oppose. JOIUO'iCON believee that 
thia feeling of **Beat America** permeatoa all fields of Soviet endeavor including 
aporta, cultural activities > agrlcultiuwi indtuitrial production and aclentific 
develejoientf although KBBUDHGHBV appeared partlcxilarly to pliuie emphasis on 
aurpasaing tha Unitad States eooncmioally and in production per capita prior 
to tha and of hit aaoond Seven-Year Plan. 

Vhan aakad whathar or not ha thought a vlait by to tha United 

States ««mld ba helpful to KBRUQBCBSY'a understanding of tha United States^ 
JQmTOi repiUad that ba via doubtful that it would ehanga any of tOmuSECBNV'a 
wary deoldad nio*l^preaaiODa of Amarioa unleaa ha could rwnaln bera for a 
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fmlrly cmslden^le p«ried of tim«* H« «xprQa8ed tho opinion that a short 
Tl«lt In vhlob KKBUSHCHEV vms irined| dlnoA« and •ntortalned vouXd not affoot 
him In tha allghtest. Bo holloved that XEBUSHCHSV vould merely translate hi* 
"various mls^lmpresslons Into antagonisms unless ho oould remain here for a 
long enough period of tljss to porstiado hlmaolf that oortain of his Inpressloais 
wsro In faot arronoous. 


Distribution; 

I - Art Minnich (in Gen. Goodpaster's absence, for the President) 
I - DCI 
1 - DDCI 
I - Act DD/P 
I - Act DD/I 
I - Mr. Bissell 
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